
3-17-10Materialistic challenge

I Sam. 17:1 (to 1st ,)

Now the Philistines gathered together their armies to battle,

I Sam. 17:2

And Saul and the men of Israel were gathered together, and pitched by the valley of Elah, and set

the battle in array against the Philistines.

I Sam. 17:4-9

¶And there went out a champion out of the camp of the Philistines, named Goliath, of Gath, whose

height was six cubits and a span. And he had an helmet of brass upon his head, and he was armed

with a coat of mail; and the weight of the coat was five thousand shekels of brass. And he had

greaves of brass upon his legs, and a target of brass between his shoulders. And the staff of his

spear was like a weaver's beam; and his spear's head weighed six hundred shekels of iron: and one

bearing a shield went before him. And he stood and cried unto the armies of Israel, and said unto

them, Why are ye come out to set your battle in array? am not I a Philistine, and ye servants to

Saul? choose you a man for you, and let him come down to me. If he be able to fight with me, and

to kill me, then will we be your servants: but if I prevail against him, and kill him, then shall ye be

our servants, and serve us.

I Sam. 17:20

¶And David rose up early in the morning, and left the sheep with a keeper, and took, and went, as

Jesse had commanded him; and he came to the trench, as the host was going forth to the fight, and

shouted for the battle.

I Sam. 17:32-33

¶And David said to Saul, Let no man's heart fail because of him; thy servant will go and fight with

this Philistine. And Saul said to David, Thou art not able to go against this Philistine to fight with

him: for thou art but a youth, and he a man of war from his youth.

I Sam. 17:36-49

Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear: and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of

them, seeing he hath defied the armies of the living God. David said moreover, The Lord that

delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, he will deliver me out of

the hand of this Philistine. And Saul said unto David, Go, and the Lord be with thee. ¶And Saul

armed David with his armour, and he put an helmet of brass upon his head; also he armed him

with a coat of mail. And David girded his sword upon his armour, and he assayed to go; for he

had not proved it. And David said unto Saul, I cannot go with these; for I have not proved them.

And David put them off him. And he took his staff in his hand, and chose him five smooth stones

out of the brook, and put them in a shepherd's bag which he had, even in a scrip; and his sling was

in his hand: and he drew near to the Philistine. And the Philistine came on and drew near unto

David; and the man that bare the shield went before him. And when the Philistine looked about,

and saw David, he disdained him: for he was but a youth, and ruddy, and of a fair countenance.

And the Philistine said unto David, Am I a dog, that thou comest to me with staves? And the

Philistine cursed David by his gods. And the Philistine said to David, Come to me, and I will give

thy flesh unto the fowls of the air, and to the beasts of the field. Then said David to the Philistine,

Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield: but I come to thee in the

name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied. This day will

the Lord deliver thee into mine hand; and I will smite thee, and take thine head from thee; and I

will give the carcases of the host of the Philistines this day unto the fowls of the air, and to the

wild beasts of the earth; that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel. And all this
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assembly shall know that the Lord saveth not with sword and spear: for the battle is the Lord's,

and he will give you into our hands. And it came to pass, when the Philistine arose, and came and

drew nigh to meet David, that David hasted, and ran toward the army to meet the Philistine. And

David put his hand in his bag, and took thence a stone, and slang it, and smote the Philistine in his

forehead, that the stone sunk into his forehead; and he fell upon his face to the earth.

Matt. 13:1-2

The same day went Jesus out of the house, and sat by the sea side. And great multitudes were

gathered together unto him, so that he went into a ship, and sat; and the whole multitude stood on

the shore.

Matt. 13:24-30

¶Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man

which sowed good seed in his field: But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among

the wheat, and went his way. But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then

appeared the tares also. So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not

thou sow good seed in thy field? from whence then hath it tares? He said unto them, An enemy

hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up? But he

said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. Let both grow

together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together

first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.

SH 268:1-269:8

In the material world, thought has brought to light with great rapidity many useful wonders. With

like activity have thought's swift pinions been rising towards the realm of the real, to the spiritual

cause of those lower things which give impulse to inquiry. Belief in a material basis, from which

may be deduced all rationality, is slowly yielding to the idea of a metaphysical basis, looking

away from matter to Mind as the cause of every effect. Materialistic hypotheses challenge

metaphysics to meet in final combat. In this revolutionary period, like the shepherd-boy with his

sling, woman goes forth to battle with Goliath.

In this final struggle for supremacy, semi-metaphysical systems afford no substantial aid to

scientific metaphysics, for their arguments are based on the false testimony of the material senses

as well as on the facts of Mind. These semi-metaphysical systems are one and all pantheistic, and

savor of Pandemonium, a house divided against itself.

From first to last the supposed coexistence of Mind and matter and the mingling of good and evil

have resulted from the philosophy of the serpent. Jesus' demonstrations sift the chaff from the

wheat, and unfold the unity and the reality of good, the unreality, the nothingness, of evil.

SH 72:13-23

Mortal belief (the material sense of life) and immortal Truth (the spiritual sense) are the tares and

the wheat, which are not united by progress, but separated.

Perfection is not expressed through imperfection. Spirit is not made manifest through matter, the

antipode of Spirit. Error is not a convenient sieve through which truth can be strained.

God, good, being ever present, it follows in divine logic that evil, the suppositional opposite of

good, is never present.

SH 367:17-368:9

A Christian Scientist occupies the place at this period of which Jesus spoke to his disciples,

when he said: "Ye are the salt of the earth." "Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an

hill cannot be hid." Let us watch, work, and pray that this salt lose not its saltness, and that this

light be not hid, but radiate and glow into noontide glory.

The infinite Truth of the Christ-cure has come to this age through a "still, small voice," through

silent utterances and divine anointing which quicken and increase the beneficial effects of
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Christianity. I long to see the consummation of my hope, namely, the student's higher

attainments in this line of light.

Because Truth is infinite, error should be known as nothing. Because Truth is omnipotent in

goodness, error, Truth's opposite, has no might. Evil is but the counterpoise of nothingness. The

greatest wrong is but a supposititious opposite of the highest right. The confidence inspired by

Science lies in the fact that Truth is real and error is unreal. Error is a coward before Truth.

Divine Science insists that time will prove all this. Both truth and error have come nearer than

ever before to the apprehension of mortals, and truth will become still clearer as error is

self-destroyed.

SH 374:6-25

Because mortal mind seems to be conscious, the sick say: "How can my mind cause a disease I

never thought of and knew nothing about, until it appeared on my body?" The author has

answered this question in her explanation of disease as originating in human belief before it is

consciously apparent on the body, which is in fact the objective state of mortal mind, though it is

called matter. This mortal blindness and its sharp consequences show our need of divine

metaphysics. Through immortal Mind, or Truth, we can destroy all ills which proceed from

mortal mind.

Ignorance of the cause or approach of disease is no argument against the mental origin of

disease. You confess to ignorance of the future and incapacity to preserve your own existence,

and this belief helps rather than hinders disease. Such a state of mind induces sickness. It is like

walking in darkness on the edge of a precipice. You cannot forget the belief of danger, and your

steps are less firm because of your fear, and ignorance of mental cause and effect.

SH 376:17-27

If the body is material, it cannot, for that very reason, suffer with a fever. Because the so-called

material body is a mental concept and governed by mortal mind, it manifests only what that

so-called mind expresses. Therefore the efficient remedy is to destroy the patient's false belief by

both silently and audibly arguing the true facts in regard to harmonious being, — representing

man as healthy instead of diseased, and showing that it is impossible for matter to suffer, to feel

pain or heat, to be thirsty or sick. Destroy fear, and you end fever.

SH 43:27-44:4

The divine must overcome the human at every point. The Science Jesus taught and lived must

triumph over all material beliefs about life, substance, and intelligence, and the multitudinous

errors growing from such beliefs.

Love must triumph over hate. Truth and Life must seal the victory over error and death, before

the thorns can be laid aside for a crown, the benediction follow, "Well done, good and faithful

servant," and the supremacy of Spirit be demonstrated.

Hymn 17
Hymn 305
Hymn 154
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